EDITORIAL                           No. 103     November & December 2012
We are all probably aware that there are Police & Crime Commissioner elections taking place on November 15th  2012.  I have tried to find out who the candidates are for our area and on-line seems to be the only way of doing so. The only site I could find which was meaningful in any way was www.choosemypcc.org.uk (a Home Office site), which at least told me that a list of all the candidates would be available on October 26th 2012. They will send me an ‘email alert’ or a ‘free paper version’ with the information – if I order it. Or I can telephone 0800 1 070708 for a copy (it also says you can vote for a first and second preference of who you want to win). No doubt by the time you receive this, all will be revealed – and in my view, the candidate who eventually succeeds could have done so because of their skills in rapid self-publicity, rather than the attributes of their beliefs and intentions.  
The issues that matter are more important than 
those that appear to matter.

WILLAND SCHOOL OPEN AFTERNOON

Just a reminder of the article in the previous issue of the Mag, regarding Willand Primary School.  We believe we can give your child the best, well-rounded education and greatest opportunities. But don’t take our word for it!  Come and see us in action.  We are holding an Open Afternoon on 20th November from 1.45 p.m. to 3.15 p.m. and would be delighted to welcome you to our school.                                                                          Angela Hills
A little knowledge is a clue to more.
THE FIRST TWO MINUTE SILENCE IN LONDON
“The first stroke of eleven produced a magical effect.  The tram-cars glided into stillness, motors ceased to cough and fume, and stopped dead, and the mighty-limbed dray horses hunched back upon their loads and stopped also, seeming to do it of their own volition.
Someone took off his hat, and with a nervous hesitancy the rest of the men bowed their heads also.  Here and there, an old soldier could be detected slipping unconsciously into the posture of  'attention'.    An elderly woman, not far away, wiped her eyes, and the man beside her looked white and stern. Everyone stood very still ...   The hush deepened.   It had spread over the whole city and become so pronounced as to impress one with a sense of audibility.   It was a silence which was almost pain ...  And the spirit of memory brooded over it all.” 
             As reported in the Manchester Guardian, 12th November 1919
POPPY APPEAL 2012.

I am coordinating the poppy appeal for the third year and am still looking for volunteers to help.  If any of you can spare an hour or two to go door to door collecting, please contact me on the number below.
Poppy boxes will be in the shops by Saturday 27th October and door to door collecting will be conducted the following week.  I aim to cover the whole of Willand but am unable to return to houses if no one is in.  If you would like any items such as a car poppy, crosses, enamel pins or wrist bands, they are available at the Halfway House, or door to door collectors’ boxes.  Alternatively, please contact me and I will be happy to deliver the items to you.  Please support this worthwhile cause. Many Thanks, 

                                                                      Claire Davey 07595175560 

I have an impressive bank of knowledge and experience. Unfortunately, I’ve lost the combination to this bank….
“OUR VILLAGE IS A MESS”

The heading is the same but we hope things are getting a little better.  Certainly some of the responses we have received have been positive and parishioners have noted where work has been done.  May we thank those who have responded positively to approaches and cut back shrubs or hedges to make the footpaths nearer to the width they should be.  To those who have cut grass verges or helped in cutting back sections of hedge, or even the odd offending bramble, we thank you. To those who have volunteered to help with tasks, we thank you and we are looking at ways we may best utilise your offers without offending the ever favourite ‘elf & safety’ or being accused of doing someone out of a job.  We are also invoking prayers to resurrect ‘common sense’ from his/her very deep grave but in this litigious world that is a real uphill struggle.
To the parishioner who suggested that we were scaremongering and making false threats about the council being able to do work and charge, we would say have a look at section 154 of the Highways Act 1980.  There are parishioners in the village who have received notices direct from Devon County Council, who will confirm the accuracy of what we said.  It would be interesting to hear from any others who may support the parishioner who suggested we could solve the grass cutting problem by digging it all up and replacing it with tarmac or concrete.  No one has come back to us with a view on the Parish Council taking over responsibility for grass cutting.
We continue to report problems to landowners or the relevant local authority and seek their help and cooperation.  Private landowners, in the majority, have responded positively and when one person has sorted their hedge or shrubs, it has been noted that other neighbours have responded in a like manner.  We still have many more sites to visit around the village but we have adopted a gentle approach with regard to residents. We have sought to have the Councils set an example by taking the lead. Any information from parishioners would be appreciated to enable a continued targeted approach.
We have had a meeting with the local Devon County Council Officer as he had approached some landowners direct and, with the exception of one person, a positive response has been achieved.  He visited a number of sites with us and we are assured that everything we have raised is in a programme of works to resolve the issues over the next month or so.  Some sites have already been completed. There are a few changes taking place with staffing which may mean he has a small team (probably 2) which he can deploy and so Willand could benefit from this periodically.  Financial constraints are still there and could get worse but we will make sure our case for the Parish is heard.  We have a continued dialogue on weed control and what needs to be done for next year as it will not have gone unnoticed that having been told that DCC were not carrying out weed control, they sprayed areas of the village three days after ‘our man’ had finished spraying.  He has asked that we meet with him regularly to ensure continued dialogue takes place and things happen.
Mid Devon District Council has been more of a difficult nut to crack.  Lack of communication or an apparent will to respond past the Customer Services desk has not helped.  Lack of any positive response from two of our District Councillors had not helped our confidence either.  
As the result of a direct approach to our County Councillor Ray Radford, who is also a District Councillor for Halberton and is the portfolio holder for MDDC Environmental Services, a meeting was arranged for 9th October 2012.  Ray Radford and Dianne Brandon, one of our three District Councillors, accompanied us and we met with Paul Williams, Head of Environmental Services, and two of his supporting staff.
The meeting started a little guarded but things progressed positively.  Through the summer grass cutting takes up the time of the available ‘workers on the ground’. Possible changes in practices and machinery are being explored for next year to try and improve things. It is very much doubted that there will be an increase in the frequency of cuts.  The Parish taking on their own grass cutting and receiving an allowance is an option. During the grass cutting season, hedges and the like are on the back burner other than if proven public safety is an issue.  Now that the winter months are coming a start has been made on hedges.  There are some ownership and responsibility issues to be resolved.  Basically that means that they cannot afford to spend our money doing work that they are not responsible for.  We now have an understanding of best practice and use of specialist machinery issues.
Detailed discussion took place regarding the Maple Close area and the repositioning of trees.  The South View play area was also discussed and the two large fir trees will be felled and removed.  Overhanging trees from an adjoining property were also discussed.  Once this is done, others will be able to look at the possibility of enhancing this area for the children. This is still a ‘work in progress’.  Paul Williams outlined his plans to resolve some internal issues within MDDC Departments and he will then ensure the Parish Council is consulted/advised.
Paul Williams also advised us of changes he has made in the office for dealing with reports and for feedback to be given to informants/complainants.  We have experienced this working well over the last few days.  This could help reduce a lot of the frustrations.  There may be times, we are told, that they do not have the staff to deal with everything BUT the use of outside contractors in specific cases is an option to be considered.
Road sweeping has been an issue for some time and explanations were given as to the problems but it has to be said that a lot of this could have been put at the door of management of resources and this was conceded by MDDC officers to a large degree. A number of individuals have retired in this department and a new ‘broom’ in Simon Newcombe is now in place.  He has only been there for a month but if he is allowed to work in the way indicated there should be an improvement. A new machine has been bought, more training is being given to increase the driver pool, the whole scheduling process is being looked at and there is a possibility that one of the smaller ‘town machines’ could be ‘trailered’ to Willand to deal with some footpaths, etc.  We need to exercise a little patience but continue to be watchful and hope to be advised of realistic schedules which are more likely to be adhered to.
We both came away from the meeting in a much more positive frame of mind than when we went.  Only time will tell if we are being too optimistic.  We both feel that had there been better communication with Parish Council, by informing us of some of the difficulties and actions which were and are being taken, there would have been a better understanding between our two councils. We do feel that our District Councillors must bear some responsibility for a lack of ‘briefing’ – that is assuming they knew!  If they did not know – why not? Their problem to resolve!
Please keep talking to us as it is your Parish Council and we need to try and proceed in a manner preferred by the majority.  If we hear nothing we have to assume that the silent majority are happy with what we volunteers are trying to achieve on behalf of the Parish – that view is not always the best one to follow.

Again, a very big ‘THANK YOU’ to all who have responded positively to approaches from us.                                    Barry Warren & Eddie Dennis
If you don’t think pushing sixty is hard, wait 

‘til you start dragging it.
JUBILEE TREES 

The Tulip tree planted to celebrate our Queen's Silver Jubilee, 35 years ago, flowered this year.  It is across the road from the Bluebell Restaurant.  You will notice the Tulip shaped leaves and in the summer the yellow flowers are also like tulips.  Nearby is one of the 3 winter flowering cherry trees planted this year, to celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  The other 2 trees planted for the Jubilee are situated along Silver Street near the phone box, and at  Willand Primary School.  We will see the white blossom appear on these trees soon and throughout the winter.

 

The walk along Jaycroft is always a pleasure, and coming from the Old Village you can now enjoy sitting on an attractive wooden seat placed there to celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  Just opposite in the hedgerow is an excellent example of the fascinating pink fruit of the Spindle tree.  Further along Jaycroft is another wooden seat with a fine inscription to mark the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  We owe a debt of gratitude and thanks to the Parish Council for providing these seats, and especially to Councillor Ian Firkins who has spent many hours putting them in place.

 

Enjoy these excellent community facilities and let us hope there will be no more damage to them by thoughtless vandalism.
                                                     David Ritchie, Voluntary Tree Warden
Tweeting is better than twiddling for thumbs

FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Jubilee Bench.  An attempt was made to remove one of the new Jubilee benches along Jaycroft.  Fortunately, we managed to remove it before the perpetrator came back for a second go.  We have acquired some extra fastenings and by the time you read this, the bench will be back in place.  Please let us or the police know if you see anyone tampering with the benches.

New Parish Councillor. We welcome David Thompson, who was co-opted onto the Council during October.  David worked with us on the Jubilee Celebrations and we know that he has a wide range of skills. We look forward to his contribution in the future.  We still have vacancies if you feel that you would like to contribute to our community by serving as a Parish Councillor. If you want to know more, please contact Tracy, our parish Clerk on 822914.

Christmas Lights.  The Parish Council has been instrumental in organising and financing the Christmas lights, which are located at the roundabout and along Silver Street, for a numbers of years.   The lights have proved extremely popular amongst those living in the village, especially the children. The primary school was consulted when the lighting display was discussed earlier this year, and those visiting the village.  Each light however costs approximately £300 per year and Willand Parish Council is seeking contributions to help offset the costs incurred by the Christmas lights.  If you feel that you can help, please contact Tracy, our parish Clerk on 822914.  

State of the Village. In the last edition, I mentioned that we were concerned about the state of the village with weeds and overgrown hedges and trees.  We started a project from our environment committee and things are now getting much better.  I would particularly like to thank Councillors Eddie Dennis and Barry Warren who have spent a great deal of their time identifying specific areas of concern and working with Mid Devon, Devon County and local residents to get the required work done.  We are also grateful to those residents who keep their local areas free of weeds and cut some of the grass verges. 

                                                                                                 Ray Ursell
You can win every battle and still lose the war. 

POLICE REPORT FROM JONATHAN SIMS. 

Vehicles breeching weight restrictions
We have received a complaint regarding heavy goods vehicles breeching the weight restrictions through the village. PC Rich and myself will monitor this problem and any HGV`s that breech the restriction will receive a warning letter on the first occasion.  We would then look to target any repeat offenders and deal with by way of a fixed penalty. However, the offence would have to be witnessed by a Police Officer. I would hope the letter would prevent us getting to this stage, though. Some of the vehicles appear to be foreign drivers lost or misrouted by their Sat Navs. Over the coming months we will be able to provide you with information regarding the number of complaints received, number of HGV drivers warned, etc.

 

Speeding Vehicles Willand
As some of you are aware we do have a speeding problem in some parts of the village and we will continue to target these areas with Speed enforcement and Community speed watch, the two main areas being Silver St and Uffculme Road. Some recent stats for speeding vehicles in Willand show that between July 1st and Sept 30th 2012, officers issued 10 Fixed Penalty tickets for speeding in the Willand area. (£60 and 3 points)

 

Community Messaging
Community messaging is a free service offered by Devon and Cornwall Police to keep you informed about policing news and crime information in your area.

Information from the public is our best weapon in the fight against crime. Many crimes have been solved because people have responded to police appeals for information. We need your help to make your community a safer place. The messages will be delivered by Phone, Fax or Email. If you wish to join, then please email me at 30384@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  or by calling me on 101 and leaving a message.

  

One final thing in recent weeks  - we have had an increase in dwelling burglaries in the Cullompton area, so please make sure that doors are kept locked at all times and lights are on when out during the hours of darkness., 
PC KATIE RICH                 (11336@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk)
PCSO JONATHAN SIMS    (30384@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk)
A pat on the head means more to a dog than wealth and status.
WILLAND ALLOTMENT  HOLDERS ASSOCIATION.
Following the article in the July/August edition of this Mag., regarding Willand Allotment Holders, a well-attended meeting was held at which three acting officers were appointed.  These appointments will be duly confirmed at the AGM, scheduled for 28th January 2013, at 7.30 in the Willand Village Hall. Confirmation of the date/time of meeting will be given closer to the date.
Meanwhile, anyone needing information about the Allotment Association or wanting to be put on the waiting list for an allotment, should contact Bernice Philbrick, on 01884 35299 or Simon Duckett, 01884 38503 . 
I feel like the morning after…..  and I swear 

I really didn’t go anywhere.
WILLAND SCHOOL AT THE OLYMPICS!

A group of 10 people went on an amazing trip to the London 2012 Olympic park. It all started when a group of people picked some names out of a hat. It was a secret for 2 months, only our parents and the school teachers knew.

We all were amazed at what we were told by the teachers that first day in assembly and then it all became real. We all felt very nervous and for some of us it was the first time we had ever been to London. When we got there, we went on the underground and on the javelin train, which took us to the Olympic park. The security was like an airport but 10 times bigger. We had to drink all the liquid we were carrying, take off our heavy bags and remove any jumpers that had metal on them. After that we went to the shopping centre and had a tasty ice cream. While we were there we met the French boxing team.  

The next location that we visited was the Olympic Park itself.  It was absolutely enormous!  The windows of the Olympic village (where the athletes lived) were covered in the flags of their countries.  Germany was very well represented.  We were fortunate to be taken on a tour of the Park, which took a while (it was 30 minutes from one side to the other).  The venues that we saw included the velodrome (The Pringle), the aquatic centre, the hockey centre, the Copper Box, the basketball arena and the athletics stadium.  

We ate our supper at the Copper Box and met a few TV celebrities at the same time.  After that, we prepared ourselves to form the Guard of Honour.  This was where thousands of school children lined the route that the athletes would take as they made their way to the opening ceremony.  We had lanterns, a school-made banner (supporting the country of Panama) and flags to wave.  The noise level was phenomenal!  We yelled, we cheered and we screamed our support.  

Athletes passing by signed our hands, flags and the sleeves of our T-shirts.  We met some of the most famous sports personalities in the world, including the incredible Usain Bolt.  One of the highlights of this part was meeting Tom Daley (but he did manage to step on one of our phones, which he broke)!  After several hours of waiting, Team GB went past and we were exhausted.  This was our cue to leave London and return to Devon.

This was a memorable day for everyone and we are really grateful to Mr Lang and Miss Blight for making it a possibility.  We were so proud to be representing our school and our community. Maisie, Maria, Tom & Tom.

An Update From Willand Primary School - The Reception Class and Key Stage 1 Christmas school play will soon be upon us! On Tuesday 11th December we have the Dress Rehearsal in the school hall which is always very popular with the residents of Willand. There are further productions on the 12th December and the 13th December. As always these are very popular and the children really enjoy participating.
Five out of every three people have trouble 
understanding fractions.
IT CAN BE DONE
Monday, 24th September, 2012 saw the official opening of a new Scout Group in Willand.  It’s the first of a number of projects in Devon that are being coordinated by George Lewis of the Scout Association Regional Development Service.  The W.P.A. Benevolent Foundation, based in Taunton, are funding this project as part of a 3 year commitment to develop Scouting in the S.W.

The initial meeting to gauge interest was attended by 90 people.  Following on with a taster evening for all three sections, there are now 30 Beavers, 40 Cubs and 8 Scouts.  The support from parents has been very encouraging. From this we have recruited Leaders for each section as well as some adults for the Group Executive Committee.

Margaret Jarvis, DC for Tiverton District said “The opening evening at Willand Village Hall was a real eye opener. Local dignitaries attended, as well as Julian and Charlie from the W.P.A. who joined in some of the activities. People told us there was no need for a Scout Group in Willand. The local community thought otherwise and have shown their enthusiasm for this project”  

Beavers and Cubs will meet on term-time Monday evenings at Willand Village Hall, Beavers from 17.45 to 18.45 and Cubs from 19.00 to 20.30. Scouts will also be meeting on term-time Monday evenings, at Halberton Scout Headquarters, Greenway, Halberton, EX16 7AE from 18.30 to 20.30. 

 

Could I also mention that we would welcome any additional Adult Volunteers who are prepared to give a few hours of their time, either as Leaders, Helpers, or Committee members.  Please contact me either by telephone (01271 314527) or email,  margaret.jarvis3@btinternet.com             Margaret Jarvis.

Many parents of Willand children are involved in the running of the new groups and if you would like any more information or to go on the waiting list, please do not hesitate to email the secretary of Willand Scout Group, Mrs Jane Howard, at willandscoutgroup@yahoo.co.uk . Ed.
I have kleptomania but when it gets bad I take something for it

CAMEO
Our September meeting started off on a sad note after we heard of the death of Jo Hudson. Although Jo had moved from the Village in the Spring, we all remembered her for her years as Cameo Treasurer and staunch supporter both of Cameo and previously W.I.
Our Speaker was Mr. Tony Burgess, who works as a Red Coat accompanying
 folks around the sights of Exeter. He had some fascinating slides and we learnt about places in Exeter we had never even heard of. We were taken on a trip from Roman times to the present day. We may possibly go on one of his guided walks next year as we all enjoyed the "Ghosts of Exeter" walk last Autumn.  After tea, Mrs. Trude came along with her electronic keyboard and we had a good old sing-song. We are expecting to get an offer from Gareth Malone to form us into a proper choir!
October was our A.G.M. and it certainly was different. Linda was re-elected Chairman and Julia and Janet agreed to carry on as Secretary and Treasurer for a further year. We had a delicious finger buffet supper provided by caterer Alison Chapell from Lower Ford Farm, Kerswell. After that we could not believe our eyes when a man, dressed in middle-eastern costume, strode down the Hall and began to do some belly-dancing! How we giggled!!  But to cap it all, he then got us to join in and learn a new skill!!  We don't think we'll be entering Britain’s Got Talent but it was such a laugh. It was a hilarious way to end a very successful and happy Cameo year.

 

And we have had a very successful year. 10 new members were enrolled and our membership is now sixty-four. We have enjoyed some excellent Speakers and Outings thanks to Sandra and Sylvia and took part in the Jubilee celebrations with our "human fruit machine" and a display of all the activities we participate in. The sub-groups are all flourishing - the Walking Group has been out and about enjoying our beautiful countryside, whilst the Singles Group had to cancel their outing to a garden because of the incessant rain.  Ten members had a lovely holiday in Berkshire, staying in one of Henry VIII’s old love nests! They had a belated picnic at Margaret's house and are looking forward to their Christmas party and New Year lunch.
We have had two very successful Coffee Mornings, thanks to the support of the Village. In the Spring, we raised £400 for the Village Hall and Cameo funds and at our Autumn Sale we raised £500 for the Alzheimer's Society. 
We are planning our next one which will be for Shelterbox on 20th October. I should also mention that 18 ladies had a very good evening meal recently at the "Bluebell Restaurant”. We are off to play skittles at "The Barge" on 25th October and having a Christmas lunch at Petroc’s College on 14th December. 
                                                                                         Betty Penberthy
Last year’s ‘pay later’ is now.

TELESCOPE 

“I was given a large telescope for a birthday present, but up to now it has not been put to use.  In fact, I have not been able to assemble it on the tripod.  I was wondering therefore, if there is anyone who would be interested in setting it up and using it? Please contact me on tel: 01884 822977”. David Ritchie
MACMILLAN WORLD'S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING
Thank you to all for the amazing contribution you gave on September 29th at the Youth Club. We raised a worthy £335 at this busy event and had a laugh doing it.
Marcus from the Gazette arrived early and a photo appeared within the 2nd October edition. If you missed it, we will definitely hold it again next year with a 50/50 (half to you/half to charity) auction again. Donations for the sale table came thick and fast, Margaret and Mike Howe sold lots of raffle tickets, Anita, Dale and Karl served coffee, tea and cakes. The children's cake design competition was not supported very well, maybe you missed that room. Bliss Saward-Cole received the most votes. We had 14 tables selling and these donated a percentage of their takings to the charity. Please support these tables at charity events for the additional choice they bring, without them it would have been a very sorry affair.

Sorry to the Garden Club for the mix up, but we hope that you visited their coffee morning being held next door.
                             Judith Dawson, Keren Sanders and Margaret Dennis

The net is the place to aim for in football and avoid in tennis.
AND A LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Brian,  On the 29th September, I held a Coffee Morning in aid of the MacMillan nurses, as part of their big fundraising event. May I, through the Magazine, thank all those who popped in for coffee and cake, and Rosie Phillips, Nikki Williams, Martin Ball and Lexie, our grand-daughter, for their help. On the day, a total of £95.00 was raised, so a big ‘thank you’ to all.

                                                                                                    Rose Ball

One man admires the climbing rose – another sees it as a threat to his satellite dish.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
Our coffee morning in September was not as profitable as expected as another coffee morning was booked in the Youth Club for the same time, but we did make some money to offset the loss we made on the Flower Show.

We had an excellent talk in September about the Blackdown Hills, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Ms Findley gave us all some very good books on the Blackdowns, which contained some very interesting information. She talked about the history of the area, which has given it its distinctive appearance and told us about some events scheduled for the coming months. In October, our speaker was Mr Hesketh, who is a photographic journalist and has written a number of books on walks in the South West, ghosts in Devon and the history of Devon place names. He showed slides of places with interesting names and how they came by them. Also in October, 19 of us enjoyed a very filling Annual Club Meal - and good company - at the Halfway House..
On November 14th, we have a talk on the Tale Valley Trust (the Tale is the river that runs through Escott towards Ottery St Mary) and our AGM is in December, after which we have a rest until we start meeting again in March.

If you would like to join us, the annual subscription is £2.50. You can come along for a visit to any of our meetings for just 50p, if you do not want to join but are just interested in a particular talk. For more details, please contact me on email candrallan@talktalk.net.  or 01884 33828   Carol Allan, Secretary.








Despite the high cost of living, it remains popular.
NEWS FROM WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL P.T.F.A.

Fancy a spot of Christmas shopping with someone else worrying about the driving, parking etc? Then join us on a shopping trip by coach to the popular Cribb’s Causeway on Sunday 18th  November. Enjoy the huge range of great shopping outlets that Cribb’s Causeway has to offer with refreshments served en route to ensure you arrive relaxed and ready to shop!! Tickets are a bargain price of £10 per person (non-refundable). Book now to ensure you get a place. The coach will leave Willand at 9am and return around 6pm. If you would like to book, please hand in envelopes marked "Cribbs Causeway Trip" to Willand School office, with £10 per person in cash, or cheque payable to Willand School PTFA, with the name and a mobile tel. no. for each person going. Please note bookings cannot be taken without payment.

 

A pantomime is coming to Willand!
Oh yes it is!  We are delighted to announce that Chaplins Gold Pantos will be staging ‘Dick Whittington’ on Saturday 1st  December at Willand Village Hall, starting at 6pm. Tickets will be on sale from the November 1st, from Willand School office - £4 children, £5 adults. Suitable for 3 to 11 year olds.  It promises to make a fantastic night out for all the family, with lots of fun and laughter - the perfect pre-Christmas treat! All profits to Willand School PTFA. Tickets are expected to sell quickly, so don't miss out!!      Karen Bendall
Happy children are a better testimonial than a spotless home.
ST MARY’S CHURCH
The month of November brings with it Remembrance Day and Remembrance Sunday. This year the two days coincide, which makes the eleventh day of the eleventh month even more special. 

An Act of Remembrance will be held at the War Memorial in the churchyard on that day. The names inscribed on the memorial of those who died in action will be read out, there will be a two minutes silence, the Last Post and Reveille will be played and wreaths laid.

It was pleasing to see an increase in the number of people present last year and 
hopefully that trend will continue this year. The Act of Remembrance commences about five minutes before 11.00 am so it would be appreciated if people could be at the War Memorial in good time. The Act of Remembrance is immediately followed by a Remembrance Day Service in the church to which all are welcome.

The big date in December is of course the twenty-fifth, Christmas Day. It is the day that Jesus’ birth is celebrated by many millions of people right around the world. We might well not be certain of the exact date of Jesus’ birth but we can be sure that he was born in Bethlehem and came so that we can have life and have it to the full. Now that’s something worth celebrating!   

In the build up to Christmas Day there are a number of special services to which everyone is invited:


Carol Singing in the Village Hall         December 2nd at 6.30 pm 


Carol Service in St Mary’s                   December 16th at 6.30 pm


Crib & Christingle in St Mary’s           December 24th at 4.00 pm


Midnight Communion in St Mary’s     December 24th at 11.30 pm

On Christmas Day we have a service for all ages at 10.15 am when we celebrate Jesus’ birth together. I do hope you can take time to be involved in these special occasions.                                                 Revd Rob Wilkinson
 

Make it ‘idiot proof’ and someone will make a better idiot.
CULM VALLEY METHODISTS

Christmas events:  Christmas Fair at the Village Hall November 24th 10am to 12 noon - everyone welcome . There will be gifts, cakes, coffee and chat and of course the raffle. Village Carol service: Sunday 2nd December 6.30pm at the Village Hall. Open to everyone.  Followed by tea/ coffee and mince pies.

                                                                                                  Paul Booth

A postcard describing the weather is not worth the postage.

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

We are currently looking for a new volunteer treasurer, as our current treasurer needs to step down. Ideally, we would like this person to take over from January 2013. The youth club is extremely popular and has been growing in numbers, resources and activities in recent years. If this main role within the committee is not filled then we will be unable to remain open. Preferably, the ideal applicant will be computer literate and have experience with spread sheets.We would be happy for someone to fill this role without getting  involved in the day to day running of club activities.  For more information, please contact Mel Billings (Chairperson) on: 07766141361.

We are pleased to report the new age group changes are working well and everyone seems to be settling well into their new groups.
As a result of the grant we received from Toyota, we will be able to purchase the necessary materials for making Angry Bird and Halloween Pompoms, Foam Rockets for Guy Fawkes night and creating our own Christmas crackers and Christmas cards. We will have a 3m long wintertime display roll for the children to fix on their own wintertime pictures. And finally each child who would like to create their own piece of artwork to go on our walls will be supplied with a canvas to draw, paint and create a personal design of their own. 
 
So parents, please don’t be afraid to come in, please feel free to take a look at what we get up to and look at photos and creations displayed around the building. And from time to time, we will put some pictures of the creations on our Facebook page. To help with these craft activities, we are looking for donations of unused part rolls of Vinyl wallpaper, more wool and kitchen towel tubes. If you can help with this please drop your items off at the Club.
We have purchased a few new games for the hall, Skittles, Swingball, Giant Connect Four, Giant Jenga and various Xbox games, which are all being enjoyed with great enthusiasm.
This year our Christmas parties will be held on 17th, 19th and 20th December.
Entry remains free to these parties as long as the young person has previously attended a club session. All we ask is that the young person brings a donation of food, an ideas list will be put up at the beginning of December so keep your eyes peeled. Finally our Christmas bingo this year will be on 8th December.
                                                                                               Alex Wilcox

It’s hard to be nostalgic when you can’t remember anything.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
We are very pleased to welcome a new group, Willand Scouts, to the Hall. They meet on Monday evenings during term time from 5.45 to 8.30 (time depends on the age group). There is also, on a Monday, a Little Pumas – Tae Kwondo  - group at 5.30.  We hope these groups will be successful and help give the young people in the village another activity to try.

September saw a number of organisations starting up again after the summer holidays, including flower arranging, upholstery, keep fit, Tai Chi and Pram & Pushchair group. The Hall continues to be used almost every day and evening, so it is important to book early if you wish to hire it for a private function.
We are starting to receive some income from the solar panels, which were installed in February. Hopefully, this will help to offset the increases in electricity prices. Now that the weather is getting colder, please help keep the building warm by making sure the outside doors are kept closed during functions.

The trustees are keen to keep our users happy, but do need your help. As bookings often follow each other closely, there is not time for our caretaker to check facilities in between. Please make sure you leave the Hall as clean and tidy as you would wish to find it, particularly in the kitchen, where we have had complaints about teapots being left full of tea and of cups not being cleaned properly (particularly those which have had drinks with sugar in them). You co-operation will be much appreciated. 

Our Village Hall Christmas Bingo is on Tuesday, 27th November, and there will be meat prizes for all ‘houses’ and a big raffle. Please come along and support the Hall. Our normal monthly bingo sessions will start again on the second Tuesday of the month in January – there is not a Village Hall one in December.

And on 8th December, Margaret Dennis is having a Christmas Fair for the Village Hall – look out for posters. Please go along and support her. 

Bookings: Frances Wilcox – email franceswilcox@hotmail.com - phone: 07748 557107 or write to 35 Fir Close, Willand 

Treasurer: Carol Allan – email candrallan@talktalk.net  - phone: 01884 33828 or write to 4 Orchard Way, Willand.                       Carol Allan, Treasurer

What if the ‘Hokey Cokey’ really IS what it’s all about?
COLDHARBOUR MILL
The WORKING WOOL MUSEUM & MILL SHOP are open to visitors Monday to Friday 10am-4pm  through the autumn & winter months, except for the Christmas Holiday – both will close at 4pm on Friday 21st December and reopen at 10am on Monday14th January 2013.  However – both will be open for the New Year's day Steam Up – see below.

The GILL BOX RESTAURANT at the Mill is open 7 days a week 10am-5pm. 
Senior Citizens' Christmas lunches at special rates - Mon-Fri until 21st Dec - or evening meals on Thurs, Fri, Sat until17th Dec - 2 or 3 course menus available. Private bookings Mon-Wed for groups of 25 or more also available.  Phone free on 0800 389 3859 (or call the restaurant direct on 01884 840066 during opening hours) for more information or to book

CRAFTS at the Mill: knitting, spinning & weaving groups meet regularly at the Mill - for more information, phone 01884 839782 or see Workshops page on the Mill website. 

Friday 16th November: the Friends of the Mill present  PASTORAL PLEASURES – an entertainment in words and music.  7 for 7.30pm at Uffculme Village Hall.  Admission £6 - includes buffet supper & tea/coffee. Please bring your own drinks (as there is no bar license).   NB: it is advisable to park at Magelake, just over the bridge by Lloyd Maunder – only 3 mins walk to/from Uffculme Village Hall.                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday 2nd December:  WINTER CRAFT FAIR at the Mill 10.30am-4pm. 

 Locally produced craft goods – ideal for that unique Christmas present!

Admission £2 (children free) - please obtain tickets from Mill Shop on arrival.

Saturday 15th December:  CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING with the Friends of the Mill. 10-12am  with Bring & Buy and Raffle. Pop in for coffee (or tea), a mince pie and a chat.  All welcome. 

Tuesday 1st January 2013: New Year's Day STEAM UP! 10.30am-4pm each day, with engines in steam from 11am, and Victorian spinning & weaving machines in action.  Model Railways, Dolls Houses, Exhibitions, Mill Tours, Restaurant, Gift Shop  - a  great family day out !  (please obtain tickets from Mill Shop on arrival)                                                                Susan Wasfi
It’s better to keep silent and be thought a fool than to open your mouth and be proved to be a bigger fool.
CHRISTMAS FAYRE, WILLAND VILLAGE HALL, 8TH DECEMBER
This event raises funds for our Village Hall and will be held from 10am until 4pm on Saturday 8th December with free admission. Must be a good time to catch up with friends and your Christmas purchases.
We need a volunteer to be Father Christmas with costume, for the opening if anyone could help, please. Hot and cold food will be available including, due to demand, Willand Pasties, soup, gluten free cakes and Traditional Christmas food. For the children, a competition. Please make and bring a Christmas Tree hanging decoration, no bigger than 2"x 2". Public voting during the event will find a winner.

Guess what? Your donations would be gratefully received. A little or a lot, we don't mind. Thank you. If you would like a table or to help at this event, please speak to Margaret or Eddie Dennis on 01884 34050.

A smile can say a lot but it can also hide a lot.
LANCE & the SILVERTONES

Are performing their Christmas Show this year at the Moorhayes Community Centre, Tiverton, EX16 6TN on Saturday 8th December, from 8.00 – 12.00pm.
Tickets are £8.00, which includes a ploughman’s supper, and are available from Willand Post Office. Please telephone 01884 820596 for reservations or more information.

An expert – an ordinary man away from his wife.

LETTER TO THE ED.
Dear Brian - Johrei (pronounced Jo-ray) is a hands-off form of healing developed in Japan by Mokichi Okada. He described the healing channelled during Johrei as “the divine light of purification”. Anyone can come along to our 20-minute sessions between 3 and 7.30 on Wednesdays in Cullompton – there is no charge but donations are welcome. If you would like to know more, please ring me on 01884 33319.                                                 Rose Ball
Seasonality is a chef’s word for nature’s menu.

HOSPISCARE SERVICE OF LIGHT:   
All are welcome to join us at the service to remember loved ones this Christmas. Our local service is on 7th December (Friday), at St Peter’s Church, Tiverton, at 7.00pm. There is also the opportunity to enter your loved one’s name in the Book of Memories along with a dedication. The book will be available to view at the service and may be available to view in the church until 12th night.   From January, 2013, the Book of Memories will be available to view all year in the Hospiscare Chapel.If you would like a form or to know more, please contact Hospiscare at  FRAdmin@hospiscare.co.uk  or on

01392 688020. 
I told the Inland Revenue I didn’t owe them a penny 

because I live at the seaside.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

Earlier this year we were pleased to welcome brothers Steve and Andy Bush to one of our meetings.  We would like to thank them for bringing along and talking about many of their finds from their efforts field walking and metal detecting in the local area.  While some Neolithic flint evidence was found south of the parish boundaries, the vast majority came from more recent centuries and provide a unique insight into the history of Willand.  As well as a representative selection of coins over the ages, there were items such as children’s toys, a Jew’s Harp and snuff boxes.  The snuff boxes were curious as they were all found in the same field and were of the same brand (circa  late-1800s/early-1900s) – it is not difficult to image the farmer or labourer toiling away through all weathers, buoyed along by a quick pinch of his favourite snuff. Many items emerged close to buildings or on locations where buildings used to be.  For example, close to the site of Stone’s cottage on top of Staunch Hill - the building was demolished in the early-1840s to make way for the railway cutting.  It was here that a number of small unidentified metal objects were unearthed.  These turned out to be Georgian clog clasps or shoe buckles, showing that although all outwards signs of the cottage and its inhabitants has gone, the legacy of their footwear lives on into perpetuity. 
It was also interesting to learn that finds tend to be discovered nearer roads and footpaths, as logically this is where people passed – dropping, discarding or hiding things on the way.  The ‘nodal’ or ‘pinch points’, where route-ways converge, are of particular interest as they were often meeting places or likely spots where travellers would stop and rest.  There were several indications of military activity in the parish, such as musket balls from the temporary firing range of a local militia (circa 1700s/early-1800s) and a cap badge of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) from the Second World War British Army camp that was located on what is now Elmside.  With Steve and Andy’s kind permission, we hope to display and explore the significance of some of these items at a future exhibition.  They are also always looking for new locations to survey, so if you know of any likely spots, please feel free to get in touch through the History Group. 
We were also grateful to receive an invite from Halberton History Group to attend a talk on “Researching the History of Your House” by Isobel Richardson, formerly a vernacular building archaeologist with the National Trust (vernacular meaning the ordinary farmhouses and cottages of an area).  Based on examples from buildings on the Killerton estates – including the associated Holincote estate near Porlock – she gave a fascinating lecture on Westcountry buildings and provided many valuable pointers, particularly regarding the methodology of building survey. 

Finally, it is with sadness that we report the passing away of History Group member Derek Grant, in September, after a short illness.  With a keen interest in local history, Derek had joined the group shortly after moving to the village in 2001.  Ever reliable and committed to group activities, he was a co-author and one of the main driving forces behind the Book of Willand published in 2007. His knowledge, assistance and companionship will be much missed by us all.  Our thoughts remain with his family and friends.   

                James Morrison (01884 250057 – jamorrison@supanet.com)

The reason I’m smiling is because I can’t hear a word you’re saying.

AND FINALLY
Sadly, due to the current intensive military operations, the names of many young men and women are now being added to war memorials throughout the land. We give thought also to the many who are injured but, due to the miracles of modern medicine, are increasingly surviving with horrific injuries. So, on Remembrance Day, we remember these people, as well as those from the two great wars.                                              From an internet website.
WILLAND DIARY 
NOVEMBER
	Thursday
	1st
	Methodist Church Coffee Morning
	
	 10.00am

	Thursday
	1st 
	Cameo Meeting -Peter Leach OSCE
	W.V.H
	  7.30 pm

	Tuesday
	6th 
	Willand Rovers Bingo
	W.V.H.
	  7.30 pm

	Thursday
	8th 
	Parish Council Meeting
	W.V.H.
	  7.00 pm

	Saturday
	10th 
	Cullompton Farmers Market
	
	   9.30am

	Sunday
	11th 
	Remembrance Sunday Service
	St.Mary’s
	10.45 am

	Monday
	12th 
	NHS Blood Donation
	W.V.H.
	12.00 pm

	Tuesday
	13th 
	Willand Village Hall Bingo
	W.V.H.
	  7.30 pm

	Thursday
	15th 
	Police Commissioner Elections
	W.V.H.
	  7.00 am

	Sunday 
	18th 
	Trip to Cribb’s Causeway
	W.V.H.
	  9.00 am

	Tuesday
	20th 
	Primary School Open Afternoon
	W.P.Sch
	 13.45pm

	Tuesday
	20th
	Willand Rovers Xmas  Bingo
	W.V.H.
	  7.30 pm

	Thursday
	22n 
	Parish Council Meeting
	W.V.H.
	  7.00 pm

	Saturday
	24th  
	Methodist Christmas Fayre
	W.V.H.
	10.00 am

	Tuesday
	27th  
	WVH Christmas Bingo
	W.V.H.
	  7.30 pm

	Tuesday
	27th 
	Willand Church Hall Whist Drive
	Ch. Hall 
	   7.30pm


DECEMBER

	Saturday
	1st 
	Bramblehaies Coffee Morning
	W.V.H.
	10.00 am

	Saturday
	1st 
	Christmas Panto - Dick Whittington
	W.V.H.
	  6.00 pm

	Sunday
	2nd
	Village Carol Service
	W.V.H.
	  6.30 pm

	Tuesday
	4th 
	Willand Rovers Xmas Bingo
	W.V.H.
	  7.30 pm

	Thursday
	6th
	Methodist Church Coffee Morning
	
	10.00 am

	Thursday
	6th 
	Cameo Meeting
	W.V.H.
	  7.30 pm

	Friday
	7th 
	School Christmas Fayre
	
	  6.00 pm


FRIDAY  7TH  CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE JANUARY MAG.
	Saturday
	8th
	WVH Christmas Fayre
	W.V.H.
	   9.00 am

	Saturday
	8th
	Cullompton Farmers Market
	
	   9.30am

	Saturday
	8th 
	Youth Club Christmas Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   6.30pm

	Tuesday
	11th 
	Tennis Club Xmas Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30pm

	Wednesday
	12th 
	School Nativity Play
	W.V.H.
	

	Thursday
	13th 
	School Nativity Play
	W.V.H.
	

	Thursday
	13th 
	Parish Council Meeting
	W.V.H.
	   7.00pm

	Friday
	14th
	CAMEO Christmas Lunch
	Petroc’s
	

	Sunday
	16th 
	Willand Church Hall Whist Drive
	Ch. Hall
	   2.30pm

	Tuesday
	18th
	Willand Rovers Xmas Bingo
	W.V.H
	 10.15am

	Thursday
	20th 
	Preschool Nativity
	W.V.H.
	 10.00am

	
	
	
	
	


